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29th International Ecumenical Conference on Orthodox Spirituality
THE WISDOM OF THE DESERT: 
The Sayings of the Fathers and Mothers

Monastero di Bose, 5-8 september 2023
in collaboration with the Orthodox Churches
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Tuesday 5, 9.00 am

Opening of the Conference
Apertura del Convegno

Sabino Chialà, Priore di Bose

The Monastic Context of the Sayings of the Desert Fathers: Places, Forms and 
Structures
L’ambiente dei Detti dei padri del deserto: luoghi, forme e strutture

Ewa Wipszycka, Varsavia

From Egypt to Palestine: the Birth of the Great Collections
Dall’Egitto alla Palestina: la nascita delle grandi collezioni

Samuel Rubenson,Lund

Tuesday 5, 03.30 pm

The Spiritual World of the Desert Fathers: Common Lines and Points of Tension
Il mondo spirituale dei padri del deserto: linee comuni e punti di tensione

Dimitrios Moschos, Atene
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Meditation of Scripture and Prayer in the Life of Desert Monks
Meditazione della Scrittura e preghiera nella vita dei monaci del deserto

Viacheslav Patrin, Volgograd

Wednesday 6, 9.00 am

«Abba, tell me a word!»: Spiritual Paternity, Core and Origin of the Sayings
«Abba, dimmi una parola!»: la paternità spirituale, al cuore e all’origine dei Detti

Agapie Corbu, Monastero “Buna vestire”, Alma?

The Difficult Discernment between Law and Freedom
Il difficile discernimento tra legge e libertà

Adalberto Piovano, Monastero di Dumenza

Wednesday 6, 03.30 pm

Love of God and Love of Neighbour: an Evangelical Challenge Open to Various 
Solutions
Amore di Dio e amore del prossimo: una sfida evangelica aperta a molteplici 
soluzioni

Norman Russell, Oxford

Value and Limits of Monastic Hospitality
Valore e limiti dell’ospitalità monastica

Athanasios N. Papathanasiou,Atene

Thursday 7, 9.00 am

Abba Poemen: Pedagogue of the Desert
Abba Poimen: pedagogo del deserto

Tim Vivian,Bakersfield

Amma Syncletica and the Other Desert Mothers
Amma Sincletica e le altre madri del deserto

Lisa Cremaschi, Monastero di Bose
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Monks and “Others”: Acceptance of Diversity and Tolerance
I monaci e gli “altri”: accoglienza del diversoe tolleranza

Daniel Lemeni, Timi?oara

Thursday 7, 03.30 pm

Reading Together the Sayings of the Desert Fathers
Leggere insieme i Detti dei padri del deserto

In the afternoon, participants will be invited to divide into language panels to read and enjoy together 
some sayings of the Desert Fathers, under the guidance of the following moderators:
Nel pomeriggio i partecipanti saranno invitati a distribuirsi in gruppi linguistici per leggere e gustare 
insieme alcuni detti dei padri del deserto, sotto la guida dei seguenti moderatori:
Maria Ignazia Angelini, Monastero di Viboldone
Chiara Pignocchi, Monastero di Bose
Elia Citterio, Capriata d’Orba
Maxime Laborde,Eremo S.ta Croce, Roveredo Capriasca
motherMary, St. Sunniva Hermitage, Isole Shetland
Spyridon Tsimouris, Atene
Arsenij Sokolov, Mosca

Friday  8, 9.00 am

The Sayings in the Life of Today's Desert Fathers
I Detti nella vita dei padri del deserto di oggi

Markos el-Makari, Deir Abu Makar, Wadi El-Natrun

A Wisdom that Still Challenges Men and Women of Our Time
Una sapienza che ancora interpella uomini e donne del nostro tempo

+ Job di Pisidia, Antalya

Conclusions of the Conference
Conclusioni del convegno

Luigi d’Ayala Valva, Monastero di Bose
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The conference is open to all. Also this year, due to the difficulties of movement from some Eastern 
European countries, simultaneous translation will be ensured only in Italian, English and Greek. 
Arrivals are expected on Monday, 4 September; departures on Friday 8 September in the 
afternoon or Saturday, 10 September in the morning. Accommodation will be at the Monastery of 
Bose. To register for the Conference, it is necessary to call the Secretariat and send the 
registration form via email before the 1st of June and by 25 August 2022, until all places have 
been filled. The Secretariat is available for any further information.
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