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Discerning the Present Time. The Council of Moscow of 1917-1918

ABSTRACT

At the time of the convening of the Great Council of Moscow, in August 1917, its initiators and members acted in an 
absolutely free environment: there was no longer an autocratic monarchy and radical Bolsheviks had not yet come to 
power. This made it possible in the first month of work to think absolutely freely and to appeal to the canons of the church 
and the ancient wisdom of the Church. However, the radicalization of society and the coming to power of the Bolsheviks 
put the council members in a completely different situation: how should be interpreted the Bolsheviks take over? How 
could be developed church legislation in conditions of persecution? Should one submit to the indubitable signs of God’s 
wrath or continue to fight stubbornly for the truth? The paper will attempt to answer these questions on the basis of the 
conciliar transcripts.
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